Speech for the 20th Anniversary of the Sussex County Genealogical Society
Good morning,

It is an absolute honor to stand here today as we celebrate a remarkable milestone
—the 20th Anniversary of the Sussex County Genealogical Society. For two
decades, this society has served as a guiding light for those seeking to connect with
their roots and uncover the stories that define their heritage.

Our journey began in 2004, thanks to the vision and dedication of our founder, Pat
Bray Jr., a certified genealogist who understood that genealogy is more than a
hobby—it is a bridge between the past, the present, and the future. Pat’s
commitment, alongside the early collaboration with the Rehoboth Beach Library,
laid the foundation for what we celebrate today.

From those humble beginnings, the Sussex County Genealogical Society has
grown into a vibrant community of over 90 members strong. Though only one or
two of the original members remain, their legacy endures in the passion and
purpose we continue to embrace. We owe them, and Pat Bray Jr., our deepest
gratitude.

Our vision, “We Unite Past Lives With Future Generations,” resonates deeply with
every effort we make. It reminds us that the work we do is more than uncovering
records and charts; it’s about honoring those who came before us and enriching the
lives of those who will follow.

Over these two decades, the society has accomplished so much. Monthly meetings
from September to May have provided a space to learn, share, and grow as
genealogists. The Genealogist in Residence Program has been an invaluable
resource, offering personalized guidance and expertise to those navigating the
often complex journey of tracing their lineage.

We have also benefited immensely from the dedication of those who lead our
Special Interest Groups. These groups allow members to dive deeply into specific
topics, providing tailored support and opportunities for collaboration. To each of
you leading these groups, thank you for your passion, expertise, and the time you
devote to helping others grow as genealogists.

I would also like to take a moment to express our heartfelt gratitude to our Board
Members. The work you do behind the scenes is the backbone of this society. From
maintaining the website to producing our newsletter, handling publicity, and



managing financial and administrative tasks, your commitment ensures that our
society runs smoothly and effectively. Without your dedication and teamwork, we
would not be able to thrive as we do today.

Today, we celebrate not just our history but our future. We stand on the shoulders
of those who came before us, ready to inspire the next generation of genealogists.
Our mission is more vital than ever—to connect lives, preserve histories, and
strengthen the bonds between past and present.

To all our members, past and present, thank you for your dedication and
enthusiasm. To our volunteers, leaders, and community partners like the Lewes
Library, the Laurel Library and the Lewes History Museum, your support has been
instrumental in helping us grow and thrive. Together, we will continue to build a
bridge, connecting lives and stories for generations to come.

Congratulations to the Sussex County Genealogical Society on 20 extraordinary
years. May the next 20 be just as impactful, inspiring, and filled with discovery.

Thank you.



